THE   HOLMESES

published in 1874 that the same John and Katie King,
whom he had seen in the seance room, had come to
him in his own private offices and had there dictated
particulars of their earth life which he duly published.
Such a statement must raise grave doubts in the mind
of any psychic student, for a spirit form can only
manifest from a medium, and there is no indication
that Child was one. In any case one would imagine
that, after such an assertion. Child was the last man in
the world who could declare that the stances were
fraudulent.

Great public interest had been aroused in the
stances by an article by General Lippitt in the
Galaxy of December, 1874, and another by Dale
Owen in the Atlantic Monthly of January, 1875.
Then suddenly came the crash. It was heralded by
a notice from Dale Owen, dated January 5, to the
effect that evidence had been laid before him which
compelled him to withdraw his previous expressions of
confidence in the Holmeses. A similar card was
issued by Dr. Child. Writing to Olcott, who after his
Eddy investigation was recognized as an authority,
Dale Owen said: " I believe they have been latterly
playing us false, which may be only supplementing the
genuine with the spurious, but it does cast a doubt on
last summer's manifestations, so that I shall probably
not use them in my next book on Spiritualism. It is a
loss, but you and Mr. Crookes have amply made it up."

Dale Owen's position is clear enough, since he was
a man of sensitive honour, who was horrified at the
idea that he could for one instant have certified an
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